
 
 

In Memoriam 

M. Allen Paul III 
(1939-2026) 

 

American journalist and speech writer, friend of Poland and the Polish people 

 

An American author who made a significant contribution to the literature about the Katyń 

Forest Massacre and did much to raise awareness of the tragedy passed away in Raleigh, North 

Carolina, on May 25, 2026 at age of 86. He was deeply passionate about writing, sports, history, 

and helping others.  

 Allen Paul was born and raised in North Carolina. He acquired a degree in English literature 

from Guildford College and later earned a master’s degree in international public policy from 

Johns Hopkins University. He began his career as a journalist for the Raleigh Times. He then moved 

to Washington, D.C., where he worked as a speech writer. He also ran a trade association, the 

Agriculture Council of America and worked for Associated Press. 

  Allen Paul’s interest in the Katyń Forest Massacre began in 1986 when he heard of the 

unacknowledged crime of Stalin being considered an obstacle to the reform and normalization of 

relations between Poland and the U.S.S.R. In 1988, Allen Paul went to the Library of Congress to 

examine the records of the Madden Committee that had conducted a thorough investigation of the 



Katyń matter in the early 1950s. He found the details spellbinding and decided to contribute to the 

literature on the subject by humanizing the story and telling it in the most understandable way 

possible.  

 The first hardcover edition of Katyń: Stalin’s Massacre and the Triumph of Truth was 

published in 1991. A paperback edition appeared five years later. The book was translated into 

Polish and published in 2003. A second Polish edition was published in 2006, and a third in 2007. 

Another updated English edition was published in 2010. The book also appeared in Czech and 

Hungarian. Two of the Polish editions and the Czech edition were bestsellers.  

 Allen Paul’s book provides readers with a detailed chronological account of the Katyń 

story, starting from the eve of WWII. Paul also personalized the narrative by interweaving the 

stories of three families who lost their loved ones in the Massacre. He conducted extensive 

interviews with surviving family members of the Hoffman, Pawulski, and Czarnek families, who 

told their distinct individual family stories of deportation to Siberia or remaining in Poland under 

Nazi and Soviet occupation. Paul’s book is comprehensive and provides its readers with everything 

they need to know about the Massacre. It is also refreshingly well-written. There have been many 

books written about the Katyń tragedy. However, if one could only spare the time to read one of 

them, Allen Paul’s account would be an excellent choice.  

 In 2008, the Polish President Lech Kaczyński awarded Allen Paul the Commander’s Cross 

of the Order of Merit. In 2010, Allen Paul flew with a delegation of Poland’s Prime Minister 

Donald Tusk to visit the Katyń war cemetery (Polski Cmentarz Wojenny w Katyniu). Allen Paul 

was invited to return to the Katyń Forest three days later with official presidential delegation 

headed by the President of Poland, Lech Kaczyński. He declined the invitation and thus avoided 

being among the passengers when the plane crashed, killing all 96 people. 

 Allen Paul will always be remembered as a great friend of Poland and the Polish people.  

 

May He Rest in Peace! 

 

The Association of the Katyń Families of Ottawa 

 

The Oskar Halecki Institute in Canada 

 

 

A memorial service for Allen Paul is scheduled for June 30, 2026, at 3:00 PM at the Greg Poole, 

Jr. All Faiths Chapel in Dix Park, Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 

 


