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Prologue

The 80" anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1l brings many reflectiéssa Pole by birth

| had been brought up in the deep love to my home country and also to her armed forces as majority
of men in my family served ithe Polish Armed Forces and fought in both World Wars and in the
Polish-BolshevikWar of 19191921.This is typi@l for many Polish families in the last century.
World War Il left a deep wound in the Polisation The defeat of September 1939 campaign was
very special. The results of it dedt to the present day not only in every family but also in the life

of thePolish natioras the whole.

World War Il was the largest military conflict in the contemporamyrid history Military

operations covered several continents and involved 61 countries and many nations. It divided the
war into two fighting camps: axi®rces of Berlin- Rome -Tokyo and allié forces (withsome
changesafter 1941). The war lasted six years from September 1, 1939 (the German invasion of
Poland) to September 4, 194%arkal by the surrender of Imperial Japamd Europe by the
capitulationof Germany on May 8 and 9, 1945. In different countries the beginning of this war is
different and it depends on the date of actual access to the fight. The main reason of this war was
the continuous German attempts to break the Versailles treaty, veltatitished a new world and
especially European order in 1919. This treaty limited any advances in building @éthiman

armed forces and reduced substantially military production capabilities under cotiteolies.

Germans broke step by step thasathtions The most dramatic took place in 1933 after Adolf

Hitl erds gained the parliamentary victory and
von Hindenburg. Hi s s oc i $DAR) betame quickdy ta monmadyl wor k
and is leader becamgirher with absolute dictatorial power. Hitler made subsequent military
moves towards its neighbours. He took Rhineland in 1933, Arastshlusf Austria and annexed

Czech Sudeten region between March 1938 and March 1939, took over thal obrthe

Lithuanian important harbour oK | a i [{Kipjpedd. Then following the occupation of
Czechoslovakia, he created the protectorate of Bohemia and Maaudiaupported the creation

of the Slovak fascist state led by the priest Jozef Tiso.

Any attempts to stop expansion of Hitlerds Ge
mistake was made by England in 193Bhe western democracies faced thd Hitr 6 s expans
with hesitation and also using very dangerous approach of appeas¢amgntost.

Poland tried to establish her international policy based on thaggmession treaties signed with
the Soviet Russia in 1932 and with Germany in 1934aa pefore the death of Pilsudski one of
the fathers of the Polish Second Republic in 1918 and the winner of the-Bolsstevik War of
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19191921. Poland also tried to create a bloc of the Baltic states as well as Small Entente group of
states ThoughPoland established relativelgendly relations with Latvia and Estonia, and also
with Hungary and Romanianost of her neighbours kept a distance.

PimeYAYA&GSNBE 2F CNIyOSzZ DNBFG . NRGIAY YR LGFfex I
Vittorio Orlando in Versailles, June 1919 (Wikipgdia

During the Minchen crisis of 1938, Poland as vesl]Hungary, made some moves. Poland
regained small territory near Cieszyn (Teschen) (from the Czech territory) and Hungary a small
part of CarpathiaiMountains (from Slovakia).

In 1939 thePolish foreign ministedozef Beck policy of balance between the Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Union collapsed. He tried to defend the Polishi s o n Pothrid signedethe Polish
Soviet pact of nomaggression on July 25, 1932 and the declaration of not using the force in the
mutual relations deveen Poland and Soviet Russia on January 26, 1934. thitedeath of
Marshal Pilsudskon May 12, 1935, Polanstarted slowly (too slowly) the modernization of its
armed forces. In general, Poland based its army on the power of infantry and relativatynee
cavalry (whichhada long historical tradition). The latter was proved well in the fast military
movements during the Polidolshevikwar of 19191921. These choices were based on the old
French military doctrine. Onmust realizethat France heled to rebuild Polish Army during and
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later afterWW |. The PolishMilitary Academy was modelled on the French Ecsfgciale
militaire de SairCyr. Until 1928 most of professors and eaeademyommanders were French.
Majority of the Polishgeneral staff officers were also graduated from various French military
schools. The Polish Intelligence provided very good secret information about steady improvements
of armies of both opponents of Polaigkermany and the Soviet Unioim the middle oftie 30

ties Poland made first steps to correct its defense plans and started to consider seriously the danger
of first attack from the East by the Soviet Unaomd later in 1938 from the We$toland built the
Central Industrial System in the middle of d@untry with the series of modern plants including
armaury plants. Finally, some real progress was made in the design of unique Polish planes and
also tanks. Poland completed its first big see port called Gdynia with the modern harbour of the
Polish Navy.They started also to build fortifications along long and complicated Polish border
with Germany. The government made accelerated effort to modernize an old fortress of Modlin in
the Central Poland and started modernization of air force, artillery anatycaval

General Giulio Douhet (18&91930)¢ Italian general andn air power theorist,
a proponentof cooperation ofall armed forces in the futursmodernwars(Wikipedia)

The Polish General Staff led by General Waclaw Stachiewicz understood well the impossible task
in defending such complicated border and eventual attack from three directions after the fall of the
Czechoslovakia and creation of the Protectorate of BohemdidMaravia, andhefascist state of
Slovakia. Poland also made very concentrated effort to extend the military treaties with France and
Britain and ask for guaranties of her Western border. They asked for immediate action from both
Western Alles in case of the German invasion of Poland. It was granted first by the British
Government and later by Fran¢¢owever, these guaranties were granted in the final forms just
before the outbreak of the war. The Western Allies establisteret talks with botbpponents of



Poland. Bothattemptsof them failed.The Soviet Union and the Nazi Germany signed on August
23, 2019, the noaggression pact with a secret protocol, dividing the Central and Eastern Europe
into two zones of influence: Russian and Germasedted the future fall of the 1l Polish Republic
created in 1919 after 123 years of r@astence of the Polish state.

At that time there were two importawar doctrines in Europ&he first wagproposed bytalian
General Giulio Douhetvho believed in the thredgimensional warfare strategy for armed forces:
air force in the air, land forces on the land, and the navy on thelsesaid thathey should act in
the harmonybut giving to the air force thkeadingstriking forcewithout ary warningto the
enemy.The secondnewas proposed by British Majggeneral John Frederick Charles Fuller.
Despite his controversial ideas and membershtpe British Union of Fascists after leaving the
army, he washe wellrecognizedexpert and propant of the arm@dweapon and he understood
very well the future dominance of the panzer fedtany future war theatre. He published
extensively as military expert and strategist. The German doctrine of the fllitekrieg and
their othermassive campaigngas based on the combinations of these two doctrines by Douhet
and Fuller, witdominantforce left to the air forceBoth doctrines were known to Polish General
Staff strategists but they could not push them through in theRilsstdsk era and it was not much
time leftfor thent.

GeneralMajor John Frederick Charles Fu(l&878¢ 1966)- British war strategist and expert, a proponent of the
panzer forces in the modern warfare, British fascist and controversial figure (Wikipedia)

Germans prepared tii@ll Weiss the plan for th@&litzkriegcampaign in Poland. It was prepared
by two exceptional German strategists: General Ginter Blumentritt and General Erich von
Manstein. They served under command of the General Gert von Rurisee@dmmander of the
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Army Group South in Silesia. Polish plan calst(in PolishZachédo r s i mp |l )wasP|l an 0
prepared witha genuine effort by Major General Tadeusz Kutrzeba, for a long time the
Commander of the Polish General Staff Academy (insholly Us z a Sz k)pajddurMép j e n n a
the September 1939, the Commander of the Pozn
support of Col onand othSsCGemansplares werd reatlyyindSpring 1939 and

the Polish defense | a n hadic&siallized during 1938.

General of Infantry (General der Infanterie) Giinter Blumen{ti&2¢ 1967)-
the author of the Fall Weisplan of the 1939 campaign in Polgrahd later French campaign of 1940, the
exceptional German modern military strategist and expert, after the war helped to build m&ilemeswehr
during Cold War erand cooperated closely with Americafi#hoto anonymousBundesarchiv, Berlin, Germany

Based on the remarkable victory over Bolsheviks in 1920, Poland chose the old version of the war
strategy with moving cavalry and infantry. The important new role of mechanized forces (panzer
divisions artillery and air force) was never fully implemented. Hodish military did not pay

much attention to thieuilding anduse of the armared divisions or massive attacks by the modern

air force units. The reshock came during the Spanish Civil War 8861939 which proved the
importance of the harmonized use of air force with other forces. The Polish leaders associated with
postPilsudski era did not see it and they believed much irolthd-rench war strategy. They
counted on the Wesgtllies. This poved to be a fatal mistake for Polafidhe time was working
against the Poles and promised military and financial aid almost completely had not materialized.
The tragic future events destroyed hopes not of one generation but several, ah¢hetmg my

first postwar generation doomed to live under brutal Soviet domination (in fact other form of the
occupation)However, the military strength mlsoassociated with the morale and spirit of the
army. The Polish army, was wathined and had an exceptibspirit and belonged to the best
armies of that times. The German army was better mechanized aad/éadstrong fire power
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but at the level of small units, the Poles were superior fighi#rst that was due to theery good

Polish military educatiorat the officer and nenommissioned officer levels of all segments of
Polish armed forces, land forces, cavalry, the Navy and the Polish Air Force. Poland also had an
excellent network of Reserve Officer Colleges. The Polish Oftiogps was alscelatively well

trained for war conditions.

Major General Tadeusz Kutrze{da®86¢ 1947)-
Polish General and military strategist, Commander of the Polish General Staff Adade@yy a1+ {1 120t 222
(1928¢ 1939), Commander of tharmycét 2 T §andBater the Deputy Commander of the Group of the Warsaw
during the September 1939 CampaidieP O.W. in Germany, liberated by the British, died on exile in England
(Photo anonymoudnstytut Polski imGen. W. Sikorskiego, Land Englangl

Comparing combat abilities, the Polish army was not too far from those of the German army,
despite its superiority in the military technology, buéen thatvas not always the case. The major
shortcoming of the Polish forcegastoo small panzefarmoured)orces but thdPolishinfantry

was well equipped including afanzer guns. Arpanzer guns were introduced alsothe
cavalry brigades as standard equipment. The Polish Air Forcewtdated and it did not have
enough modern planes (a smallnumbemdf ddl e range G mhbess eallkeee
initial production before the wa Poland had 150 modelight tanks (7THight tank produced in
Poland) and 30 French lightiddle tanks R35. Poland would have had minimum 1500 middle
tanks 7TP, which @auld match GermaRzKpfw | (Panzerkampfwagen I) and even PzKpfw II
(which were the main arnooy of the German panzer divisions in Polaridespite these shortages,

the Polish army entering the WW Il was the largest army in the Polish military historyarfrtyis

could find their modern replacement in the Polish Armed Forces fighting in the Western front
alongside with Allied forcesThe Polish army had twoopionslike all armies of that era: the
professional core army and the army of reservists. All Polighments had three words on their



military bannersGod, Honarr and Countryi Bég, Honor i Ojczyznalhe Polish army was one

of the most colorful armies in the world. This army was the emanation of the Polish ambitions, not
only military but alsambitions of the state, and its morale was one of the best in the contemporary
world. However, on the battle field the highest decisive characteristic was the panzer force and air
force. Polish forces did not match German forces in these two types ofrgrifioe highest core

of the military officers was based on former soldiers from the Polish Legions fighting on the
Austro-Hungarian side during WWI and about 70% of them came from thealkwl First Brigade
commanded by Marshal§igiski They did not haw much learned military skills in comparison

to the welltrained German generals of Prussian oridine result of that waene,the painful

defeat.

Overview of the Polish Defensive War of 1939

Adolf Hitler took the final decision of the attack aftegrgng the v. Ribbentropolotov Pact on
August 23, 1939 in Moscow. The secret protocol dividing the Eastern and Gantypk into two
zones of influencedivided also Polandt was called thd-ourth Partitionof Poland in the last
century.
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BrigadierGeneral Jozef Albin Wiatr (18894.977),
during 1939 Colonel Dipl.Chief of the | Division of the Polish General Staff, the author of the Polish mobilization
LX Fy da2é3 Ay GKS { SLI S etobinadliNDipisiah of hStafidl tHe Pofish E@rimddndlay /| K
in-Chief. A skillful Polish high ranked officer, also in KOP (Border Defense Corps). Took part in the Polish Legions,
and later fought in the PolisBolshevik war of 1929921.He made anilitary career in the interwar Poland.
Interned in Romanighe managed to escape and joined the Polish Forces in the Middle East. AftgotleWar
I, Commander of the Polish troops in the Middle East. Settled and died in England
(Photo befoe 1934 in the Cohel KOP uniformWikipedia)
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Poland managed to implement in the remarkable way, the secret mobilization of its core

professionalarmy n t he several steps. The quiet dAcard
Poland rejected three German demanaois March 21, 1939
T To agree that Gda@&sk (Danzing) wildl be inc

1 To agree for the construction of the highway (under German supervision) connecting East
Prussia with the rest of Germany;
1 Poland willjoin the antiKomiternpact against Soviet Russia.

Then the outbreak of the war was obvious to the military but the society did not believe in it. The
spirit was high and everybody had denied this option. Similar feeling prevailed on the West.

The Polish Marshall Edward Rydz mi g@pmmandein-Chief of the Polish Armed Forces,
orderedthefollowing steps:
1 To organize the system of the command of Polish Army for the preparation of the war in
the West (against Germany) based on the pl
1 To strengthen Polish divisions stationed on the Western border by the draftyefaone
T To start the first quiet fAcardod mobilizati

The subsequent six months represented the typical war of nerves between two nations. Poland did
not allow to be provokednd accelerated its war preparations. On August 13, 1939, the next step
of the quiet Acardo mobilization got started.
close to the Polish bordethe Chief Commander ordered the next step of the duieta r d 0
mobilization for August 23, 1939he mobilization P | a nwasoiymized by the Command | of

the General Staffupder the supervision d@ol. Dipl. %zef Wiatr). On August 29, 2019 theniversal
mobilizationof all drafted recruits wadeclared. Great Britain and France tried to put some pressure to
annulate this mobilization despite their allied agreements with Poland. The separate mobilization orders
were given to the Air Force, AnGraft Defense and the Navyhe disposition of oppdte forces are on

Map I.

Polandmanaged tanobilize more than 75% of its Armed Forces before the outbreak of the war,
and next 10 % were mobilized during first three days of the war. During the second day of the
Polish universal mobilization, on Septemiierl939, on 4:40 am, the war operations started on
the whole front line with Germany and also with Slovakia on the Soufharshborder. From

the Polish sidét was defensewar to the last bulletOn 4:47 am the old German panzer cruiser
SchleswigHolstein started heavy bombardment of the Polish garrison on Westerplatte on the
mouth of the Vistula river in the Free City of Gdan$ke German Air Force of almost 2500
aircrafts, started the heavy bombardment of main Polish cities (including all civijeets)bnd

almost allrailway station hubs in the whole Western and Central Poland. This heavy attack was
directed also to civilian popul ation based on
Poles without mercy and terrorize the whole matiorhe Polish Army returned the fire on the
almost whole border especially in the Corridor, the border with East Prussia, and the continuous
massive heavy attack on Silesian border and advances through Carpathian border.



PolishMarshal Edward Rygz Y A 3 O & 19y, €omenandedin-/ KA ST 2 F t 2 [iyAoB&A | NYSR T
campaign ofSeptember 1939, politician, statesmamd alsgpainter and poetA general in the PolisBolshevik
War of 19191921 ,hada quick military careerothea I NE K| f f t A U & dfReacyakof thelPRiShs Ly a LIS O
Armed Forces (19351939). Durindhe Septembefl939campaign he directethe Polish defense until September
18, 2019 and aftecrossing the border hevas interned in Romania. Hecretlyescagd fromRomaniao Hungary
in 1940and later managed to reach Poland where he died suddenly of heart attaBlecember 2, 194buried in
Warsawwith different name(Photo,Gazeta Polskd,938)

German High Commanakganized foits attack two groups of armieArmy Group South

under command of Colori€beneral (later he became Field Marshall) Gerd von Rundstedt, and
Army Group North under command Color@éneral Fedor von Bock. Both of them belonged to
the old Prussian nobility, with tratn of serving army and state. They werestatt followers

of the Nazis but under Adolf Hitler both of them became ondisfbest generals during entire
World War Il. The execution of the plafall Weisswas performed skilfully by Field Marshall
andthe Supreme Commander of the Gerrarces Walther von Brauchitsch born into an
aristocratic Prussian military familffhus, he was a perfect commander at that time to conquer
without any mercy Poland.

The German forcelsadsuperior advantagespecially in the areaf a massivair force aircrafs,
(almost entird_uftwaffewas used) and also in mechanizechouredlivisions. On September 3,
2019 afterfailure ofdiplomatic attempts to stop German invasion, Great Britain and France
declared thetate of the war with German@anada as the part of the British Empire also
declared the war against Germany. The world public opinion was shocked and this was the
beginning oiWorld Warll. The Allies did not make any move to open the Western fronghwhi
wasleft completely opened to them.



GermanField Marshall Walther Heinrich Alfred Hermann von Brauchitsch (48948)
the Commandein-Chief of the German Army during World War Il. Born amRyussian aristocratic
military family, he was one dlhe most talented German army generals. He opposed Anschluss of
Austria and also intervention in Czechoslovakia. He was in charge during massive invasions of Poland in
1939 andof France in 1940. He supported all harsh measures against the Polish popaladi
followed strictly ideology ofebensraumHe was dismissed from his seat after failure of the Russian
campaign and after the wahewas charged with war crimes against humaiigyAllies He died in the
British military hospital in Hamburg before lsould be prosecutefPhoto E. Bieber, c. 1938, German
Federal Archives (Bundesarchiv), Bild-28840105500)

They startedss al | ed t he Aphoney war o, the | ast atte
conflict to the regional wawn the cost to thebneally - Poland The Western front wdseptsilent

during the Polish campaigithe Western Allies did not fulfill their guarantiessPoland. Poland

was left alonen herheroic fight againghe German invasion and from September 17, also against

the Soviet invasion.

There are different estimates of numbers of troops fighting on both sides in the Polish defensive
war of 1939. lis assumd that Poland was attacked from the land, sea anbyaei’5 German great
tactical regiments (organized in two large Army GroiipBlorth and South, 2 air fleets (of
Luftwaffg, and the Navy force calledst
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Formation of the German Ju 87 Stuka light dive bombers (a singlime, twemanaircraft, making
characteristic soundf spreading terror) over Poland during the September 1939 campaign
(Photo from BundesarchiveGerman Federal Archivés

Germany used in the attack 1,850 thousand soldiers, about 2,80Gtehksmoured vehicles
about 10,00 artillery guns, and a massive air force of about 2,085 aircrafts (bombers and fighter
planesi however some other sources $hgtabout 3732 aircraftavere used(including about

700 observation aircrals Poland managed to mobilized over 1,000 thousand of soldiers, about
880 tanks an@drmoured vehicles, about 400 planes, andry small sea fleet on the Baltic Sea
(reduced by the evacuation of destroyers to England on August 30). The small 50 thogsand co
of Slovak forces participated in the attack from@apathian Mountainsidé’. It is assumed that

the ratio in each type of forces was as follows: in infantry 1.4 : &rmouredunits 10 : 1, in
cavalry 1 : 8 (better on Polish side), separatéeastiunits (outside of regular division level) 3: 1,
automobile transportation 16 #.1German forces had large advantages over Polish forces,
especially in the air and in tleemoured and mechanizedits. Theysupposed tbe used to destroy

the wellprepared for fight Polish infantry regiments. Polish regiments did not have enough anti
tank artillery tocounterthis attack. Poland did not have any chance to win this fight and the Polish
High Command knew it including CommandersatifPolish seven Armies spread over the long
thin defense lines and defending these lines in the first partsomibrtal campaignThese lines

2JanRudnickiz ¥ {026l A Ol éyeés ylL10FRSY |dzi2aNFr A Ol &daStya
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had some fortifications but some were not fully completed bdfareoutbreak of the war on
September 1.

| e R ¥
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Polid Polish tank 7TP é&imiotonowy polskic 7-tonne Polish) produced in 19351938 tested inthe
. Ot R2g4a1l RS&aSNIZ ySI N 501006 NBRhoto bpaaoNyhaudalthor).o ¢ KS t L .
Weight: 9.4 tonneCrew: 3 Armor: 37 nm antitank gun (Boforéicence) heavy machine gun 7.9 mm;
Armor: 17 mm front and sides; Engine: 1 Saurer BDDL Diegéh@er engine with water coolant,
110 HP; Speed: 32 km/h; Obstacl&<0 vertical.

On the Polish side on September 1, 1939, there were 21 infantry divBiomgades of cavalry,
and only one armged brigade (under command of Col. Stanislaw Madtater Brig-Gen)
ready to fight along the front lines. 5 other infantry divisions 2abdgades of cavalry completed
their mobilization by September 4 and movedhe action. Poland put effectively 26 infantry
divisions, 10 brigades of cavalry and 1 armoured brigade at the first line of the defense.

The Polish front was defended 6yarmiesfrom the North to South:

Army fiP 0 mo r(estdarch 23, 1939)i Majorr-Gener al Wgadysgaw Bortnows
Army AP o z a(estarch 23, 1939) Major-General Tadeusz Kutrzeba

Army iiG - d (€st. March 23, 1939) Major-General Juliusz Rémmel

ArmyiMod !l i no ( est .i Mslar Genbral RraiRrzedzignidsRi )

Army iK r a k - wMarch 23s1939) BrigadierGeneral Antoni Szylling

Army iKarpatyo ( est . JiuMajpr-Géngral Kakzighidr®d Habrycy

| ater on September 7, it was renamed as Ar my
There were also 5 operational groffiN a r efat niB o |, edliaeg o, widly s n k.- wo )
Some of thenwerecreated also in March 1939 asdme during the campaign itself. There was

also one reserve group in the disposal of the Commandehief and after September 10, 1939

(very late) four Army Groups werestablished (but not fully)Group Armyfiwar s zawa o, Gr o
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Army AP o z n a 0 , G refendipg RAmamign bridgehead coamued by Lieuteant

General Kazimierz Svkowski, and also Group Armgf Major-Ge ner a | PBieredcki n DNDb
(never fully materialized)?olish armies were concentrated in the natural groups: center (from the
Southi Ar my fAKrak-wo, Army AG-d¥Fo, Army APozna Eo,
(Army AModlino and Operational Group fANarewo)

The most famaosioperational group callé®P o | esi ed0 was created on Sept
his last battle in Kock arestthe beginning of October 1939 (surrendered as the last greater Polish
regiment on October 5, 201®rigadierGeneral Franciszakleebergwas acommander ofiroup

iPol esi eo.

On the other sideGermans hadchitially, on the Polish front: about 60 greatlitary units (they

directed to this direction all of their armoured divisions, all light divisions, anthaibrized
divisions). At the West front (French direction), they had about 25 great units, on the South, about
10, and in the reserve about 15 greater uhitglly, they concentrated about-7@ great units

against Poland (31 32 infantry divisions, 189 infanty reserve divisions, 5 divisions (of
Landweln), 4 motorized divisions, 4 light divisions, 7 armoured divisions and 1 cavalry briigade)
German military units formed two main graupf land ar mi e s : Groupi Ar my
Commander ColongbeneralGerd von Rundstedt is Chief-of-Staff, LieutenantGeneral von

Erich Mansteinfand Goup A rimfypreféCommariuegr of Land Forces, General v.
Brauchitsch (Chikeof-Staff General of ArtilleryFranzHalde). There werghree armies in Group

Ar my i Sommartderespectively XIV Army, by ColonetGeneralWilhelm List, and X

Army by General of ArtilleryWaltervon Reichenatandfinally VIII Army by General of Infantry
Johannes AlbrechBlaskovitz There were twoar mi es 1 n Group Army fNo
respectively IV Army by General of ArtilleryGunthervon Kluge andlll Army by General of

Artillery Georgvon Kuchler. The main Commander of the elttwas Adolf Hitler himself with
Chief-of-Staff of the General GomandGeneral WilhelmKeitel. The German had advantage
based on their plan to cut Poland with two pincers and attacking with massive combination of the
armoured divisions with heavy bombardmesing almosivhole Luftawaffe It was a combination

of two drategies, never used befpa@d developed by British General John F. C. Fuller and Italian
General Giulio Douhet.

The German invasion started with breaknygGerman weHlequipped armoured divisions through

the Polish forces distributed first at the long bordefensdines. In Silesian front, Polish lines

were close to the border, but in the Northern Poland, the defense lines were located deeper in the
Polishterritory. The Polish corridor had a relatively small defense fdrse.Polish forces were

able with some losses to withdraw to the central Poland and tried to stabilize the second line of the
defense along the Vistula, San and Narew rivers. This atterspmeextent alsdailed, butthe
Polishforceswere able to make strong attackmgneuver in the center fromitying to attacknear

Bzura river advancing forces to Warsaw. After the fierce fighting of the joined two Polish armies

SHenryk AD (0 { 2 @@V FAY LIF YAl 6NJ STyA2él o6 t 2f &0 Swiatope, My ASNRI t 2
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5 Ibidem
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fi Po@n aand uhder stilfubcommand of GenerMajor Tadeusz Kutrzebaheywere

partially defeated but some of their units managed to push through to Warsaw. This opened the
second phase of the campaign when tiR@zlést gh Po
its commanding capabilitiedVhen they moved to the city of Breste Polish High Command lost

its capability of quick communication with fighting force.

The37-mm Polish anttank guns (Boforbcence) taking positions near Warsaw during the 1939 campaign
(called Polistswedish gun killsrg Polish Army ha1,20037 mmanti-tank guns in 1939) (Wikipedia)

The second part of the campaign was associated with fierce fighting of isolated Pdliek okn
defense (including Hel peninsul a, Warsaw, A Mo
the rest of the army. During the whole campaign the Polish Army fought many larger and smaller
battles against larger German forces. There were mamy@gs of valour of the battle field, both,

by individual soldiers as with smaller fighting units (at the different level of command) as well as

at the larger fighting units at the level of regiments, operational groups, and armies. The whole
regiments som time got destroyed in the ruthless fighbur Polish generals were killed in the

combat on the field of honour: Brigadi€e ner a | Mi k o §i d4939),BCongntandér of( 1 8 9 3
t he Operational Gr@GepenWs ch-def 19B) Sgrmahdde ( 1 8 9 2
of the 2 Mountain Infantry Division, Operational
BrigadierGe ner a | St a-Bkoteidkia(¥894G1I939)rand BrigadieGeneral Franciszek
Seweryn WJ08%9, COonimarRl& of the ®4nvantry Division Commander of the
Pomeranian Cavalry Brigade. During the whole war Poland lost 68 ge(reis got killed by
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Soviets). There were 19 thousand Polish officers held as the POWs by Germany (including 33
generals).
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Polish antiaircraft flak 75 mm gunanimproved Model 192®8ofors guntaking position in the defense
of Warsaw irSeptemberl939 (Wikipedia)

The example of great endurance in fighting in the slow withdrawal towards the new planned line

of defense was shown by Army fAKrak: --@Gederaunder
Antoni Szylling. He managed to saéemeof his troops untikwo final battles near Tomaszéw

Lubelski foughtbetween Septembeb1 20 and later between September -227. They were

called by the French sourcesta® battlesnear Tomasaw Lubelski First one fought braveryy

the remining units of Ar raydthdé s€cormdkonewfoughh loydhe Ar my

remaining elements of Army ALublind, Army fiMo
and ANarewo and al sd&lzkecGavalry®8ggade fowght inkdex the\comvamdr
of BrigadierGeneral KrukowicZPrzedzymirskand less fortunate Brigadi&§e ner al St ef an

Biernacki. In the first one the Warsaw Motorized Armoured Brigade under the command of
ColonelDipl. Stefan Rowecki showed exceptional performance with TP7 Polish light fEmds.

major problem of Polish opation was lack of communication. General Piskor did not know about

pl anned at t a eBlernacki NoBrREastfrora Tomad32dbubelski These battles were

second large attack of Polish forces after the battle of Bzura. These attempts failedeandithes

were unable to join forces of the Romanian bridgehead. Thousand of Polish solders and officers
were Killed (including BrigadieGe ner al J-zef Kustr oG, who kil | ¢
Dzikowiec where he led his 21th Mountain Division durihg hight fight on September-11% (at

the beginning of the first battle of Tomasztubelski.

15



Major-General Antoni Szylling (1884.971), considered together with Generals Wiktor Thommé and
{ G y A a0 lagonadf tBd n3t successful Polish Army commanders during the Polish defensive
war of 1939 Bornto the Polish family of Bavarian barons. He participated in WW!I on the siessia
later joined the Polish™ Corps on the East and fought in the Poolshevik war of 19319921 He
YFRS GKS YAtAGFENE OFNBSNIAY GKS AYyOdSNBIFNIt2fl yR
GKS YIFAY LA@20G 2F (GKS t2fAakK RSTFSyasS Ay {AftSail
NEBGONBF (¢ dSORHFRKE rHiNBSadG ol GdtS 2F GKS OF YLI A3y
Lubelski and surrounded by the dominated German forces on September 20, he capitititéds
staff, and was taken to the German custody. Liberated by Americans from QHAgWAUrnau, he went
to France, and later to the UK. Then, he emigrated to Canada and settled in the farm in Abercorn, near
Montreal. He died in 1971 and is buried in S&atuveur, QC

I
(0]
2

On September 17, 1939 the Red Army entered Poland alongside theBakt@den border. In this
invasion took part about 800 thousand soldiers grouped in two waves: the firsoiMa2e
thousandegular army and the second wafel80 thousandf Czeka security forces (in Russian
-l esmMipd2 M OW v tgj L dortalp@ledZlish Gowetpchéniinstallations and
sites in the Eastern Poland. Stalin gave the order to invade Polanceafiefire with Japan on
September 15, 1939 (which took effect the next day). The Soviet Union invaded Poland with the
brute force on Septeber 17. It was met with small resistance of the Polish Border guard forces
(called KOP) under the command of Brigadieneral Wilhelm OrlikRickemanr(18941986

The secalled Romanian bridgehead was during its final formation stage under command General
Kazimierz SosnkowsKiL8851869)(called also as the Southern front, mainly near City of Lwow).

16



In the middle of the campaign the French Military Mission ont&aper 16, informed the Polish
General Command that the French offensive, which supposed to start on September 17, was
moved to September 20. It never happened and on September 17, the Soviet invasion of Poland
got startedOn September 18, 1939, the Pdesit of Poland, the CommanearChiefwith the

Polish Government crossed Romanian border and was subsequently interned. Romania declared
the neutrality in the PolisBerman conflict and in fact broke the PolRbmanian alliance.

BrigadierGeneral Wilhelm OrliRlUckemann (1894 1986),
Polish General, precursor afmoredforces in Poland, during the Polish defensive war Commander of
the Polish Border Protection Corps (Korpus Ochrony Pogrank@d). KOP protected 450 km of
Easten border of Poland with the Soviet Union. He led heroic fight agoinst Bolsheviks around Szack and
city of Wytyczno on September 28, 1939 After the campaign escaped Sweden via Lithuania and
died andburiedin Ottawa, CanadéPhotobefore 1933, in the uniform of ColongINAG.

In the end of September 1939, the last stands of the Polish Army were in Hel peninsula, at the
fortress AModlind and the bloody defense of
Modlin on Septembe29 and Hel on October 2939. The last battle fought during the September

campaign was the battle kbck, wasfoughtskilfully by BrigadierGeneral Franciszek Kleeberg.
He was Commander of t heThQwashisldstiviotoryaAllofGisbattiep i P o |

during the 1939 campaign werevictorious He died of his heart failure while in the German
captivity.
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Major-General Fanciszek Kleeberg (1888L941).0ne of the most prominent Polish Generals, graduate
of the AustreHungarian and French Military AcademiBsrn to the Polisimoblefamily of military
tradition of Swedish rootssettled in Poland after Swedish invasion of Poland in tecEntury.An
officer of the AustreHungarian Imperial Army, and of Polish Legions. Participated in the WWI and in the
PolishBolshevik War in 118-1920 During interwar period went through military in the Polish Army.
/| £24S FNASYR 2F DSy SNJI frofzhe tededvafd@desiof thielOpeRahdad Grop / 2 Y Y I
Gt 2t SarsSéd ! FTGSNI KAa flad OAOG2NAR2dza ol GiGftS Ay Y2
Dresden in 1941Rhoto from the 3&ies in the BrigadieGeneral uniform Wikipedia).

A number of egiments in relatively good shapkespitesomelosses, crossed different borders.
Forexamplethesoldiers oflst Armoured Divisioounder ski | | f ul command of
Maczek, after difficult fights in the Southern part of the defensive retreateft Ar myw @i ,Kr a k
crossed the Hungarian border. There were a number of other smaller regiments including almost

8,000 fighter pilots and air foraground suppompersonnelwhich consistedf almost 70% of the
evacuatedPolish Air Forcegfirst to France and later to Britaih)

"Ws [ S F¢ Dwie \®dng Moj uR T A | g22YyAS 2 bASLIRZRfSADAKablch ¢
hT NERS{ 2@&RIgyArlie =

2
+SNAGtaea| a2¢en RESNRAYOMpOI DY
18

NE y
2 a

M &
v o



Colonel Dipl{ G I y A & O I(ater BrigddieiGeheraljand his staff officersf the 10" Mechanized
/' @t NE . NAIFIRS 06K2 AYyAdGALfte gla LINL 2F (KS

T2NNIGAZY AR (IANNEDAANLOZ ySI N _ | 20dziz RdNAy3I (KS

(Photo from the website RedisB3d

Some regiments crossed the Lithuanian border and was intdimegbanic ignited in the Polish
population by the heavy German bombardment, blocked all main roads. It reduced chances for
concentration of the steadily reduced armed forces. The main source of transport was the ralil
system and it was heavily disruptegditacks oL uftwaffe.This was also a sense of monumental
defeat and last defensive centers of Poland disappeared slowly towards the end of September.

The darkest and heaviest occupation of Poland by her two brutal enemies started and it lasted for
six years in case of German occupation and 54 years for Soviet occupation until 1993, when the
last Soviet soldier left the Polish soil.

Final Remarks

This is very difficult task to assess the lost campaign of 1939 because during the Soviet occupation
most of he studies had téollow the official line and there is profound lack of the good
monographic effort on the Polish military effort during the WWHbwever, some publications

even duringthis period were very unique and their overall quality including @mpect of

8 https://www.redisbad.pl/redisbaehistoryczniegenerastanisawmaczekojciecpolskieibroni-pancernej
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intervention of the Communist censorship element varied substarfiaitye interesting accounts

and memoirs were published in Polish and also in German describing this campaign from both
sides. This must be said that the Western historiogragsyot spent too much time on this issue.
The assumption of thestablishment the starting daiéthe war depended heavily where this
assumptionvas taken The Polish cause was unpleasant to everyone due to many attempts to
appease the Soviet Union andleomed it fully to the camp dfllies of the Second World War.

The nations behind the Iron Curtain were forgotten and their historiography did not exist for the
long time. Even in our times, it is rareatiempttruthful historical studies of the begimg of the

World War 1.

There are some estimates on Polish and German losses during the September 1939 campaign. The
most interesting assessment was finally made in the extensive study published lry 1889
National Remembrance Institufeditor T. Panecky)

The Polish campaign 193%sses:

Poland

Killed in action 95,000- 97,000 (including died of wounds and not accounted)

Wounded 130,000.

Not accounted Lack of information

German captivity 587,300 (German sources clainie@94,000)
In October and November 193 o0l i sh Jewi sh -Geridid s, and
POWO s wer e rel eased, -Ukahians 2rtd PRishWO s of
Byelorussians were handed in to the Soviet Union

Soviet captivity 452,500 Polish soldiers were captured by 8wv{out of this number about

200,000 were sent to Gulag and other camps)

In general, number of interned soldiers (including officevejein Romania about 30,000, in Hungary
about 40,000, and in Lithuania and Latvia about 17,000 (about 12,000 ofvémefarced to be transferred
to the Soviet Union).

Germany!2

Killed in action 17, 106.

SaAfAGFNYye dRTAIFID t2f&1A 6 LL ¢ 2 Pradalbiofowal(ledi Pade8s2 ® . Af | y a5
Panecki), Warszawa 1999 (cyt. w prRoyska 193¢ 1945¢ Straty osobowe i ofiary represji pod dwiema

okupcjami(red. Wojciech Materskii Tomast 8 NR (i = Ly adGeéddzi tI YAt OA bl NRPR2gS2:
Przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemu, Warszawa 2009.

0'Wwermacht Zentralstatistik, Stand 30.11.1944, Bundesatfefilivararchiv Freiburg (BMA RH 7/653)

Uwl L2 NI hoSNJ 2YYFYR2 RS NPIskzIady, KAV, Warszana 2929 1 h o NR Y Y

12 Fritz Hahrg Waffen und @heimwaffen des Deutschen Herres 1§3®45.

(all three above cited after Wikiped@Kampania wrzniowa (in Polish)

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kampania wrze%C5%9Bniowa#cite rlle
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Wounded 36, 995.
Not accounted 486.

Soviet Uniont3

Killed in action 1,600.
Wounded 2,600.
Not accounted 302.
Slovakia*

Killed in action 18.
Wounded 50.

The losses do not include losses in civilians and they were substantial on the Polish side due to the war
conditions in the wholeountry.

The Second Polish Republic was a multinational cowanidystatistical data published by Central Statistical
Bureau (GgJ-wny UrzNd Statysty’czny) on January 1,

35.1min Polishcitizens of various national backgroufterritoryi 389,600 k)

1 24.58 min Poles 70.2 %
1 4.89 min Ukrainians 13.9%
T 3.35mIn Jews 9.5 %
1 1.13 min Byelorussians 3.2%
f 0.80 min Germans 2.3%
1 0.15 min Russians 0.4 %
1 0.11 min Czechs 0.3%
T 0.09 min others 0.0.3%

The Polish Army reflected the above presented mosaic and in the Polish Army Chaplaincy were represented
all followers of different faith like Christian Orthodox, protestants (mafrdyn EvangelicalAugsburg

Church andPolish Calvinists), Judaism, Islam (Polish Tatars) and Karaims. All of them had chaplains in
the prewar Polish Army and most prominent of them including all High Chaplains of the Polish Army
were killed by Soviet NKVDdur i ng Katy & massacre in 1940. Al |
invaders and paid the highest prize.

1 |bidem
% lbidem
Bal ve w20l yAl {Walszawadldde [Oyt. ¥ pracymbiood@diska 193¢ 1945, Straty osobowe i

of

ofiary represji pod dwiema okupacjaliS R® 2 2 20ASOK al GSNE{A A ¢2YFal {TFNR

Warszawa 2009
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Some minorities members betrayed Poland especially duringpthsion of theRed Army and in the
following it the Soviet occupation of the Basn Poland (Kresy). In some cities awitlages, it had a
massive character in case of the young Jews who joined NKVD in hunting for Polish intelligentsia, Polish
military and all level of Polish officials, including teachers and professors from higheatexhal
institutions. The German minority took part in sabotages and also killing of Polish citizens in the pre
planned action especially in Polish Pomerania. This sad indications of treason and lack of loyalty was very
painful at the end of the Septemii®39 campaign. This requires careful studies of showing not only results
but also organizers of these actions.

Poland fought with courage and bravery for over one month. France with much larger army including
substantial armored forces and the air fdozgght 4 weeks in the 1940 campaign, Denmark was taken in 4
hours, and Norway in about two weeks. The Pdiisldierfought much better than German soldier but
Germany had a substantial domination of the armoured divisions and the brutally actee airdiorging

all country and shooting civilian$hey did not follow the Geneva Convention in this brutal war.

It is also important to mention that the Polish military spending reached 40 % of the Polishspendaig
of the government budgdtetween 1936939 (approx. 2.3 B Polish ZI)This very interesting data is
provided by Col. Dipl. frofel®6% k Pi Nt kowski in his si

Themain reasons of the defeat during the September 1939 campaign could be summarized as follows:

1. Difficult geopolitical situation of Poland in 1939 and the possjbdf attack from three directien
after taking over Czechoslovakia in 1938 by Hi
2. Much smaller industri al potenti al of Pol and ir
Russiadespite attempts to balance it by enormous effort oPtiish government;
3. ThePolishWestern front wasrganized betweetwo monumentapincersof the major German
forces located along Prussian border and also along Silesian borderwetSlovakian border;
4. Not enough modernization of the Polish Armeddesr(too small number of modern aircrafts and
tanks)as the resulbf the much weaker Polish economy.
5. Lack of goodpre-planning of the formation of armies to counter the wielligned German concept
of so-called immediate war Blitzkrieg derived after mitary strategy of Generals Douhet and
Fuller). The combined attack from the air and on the land byegelipped armored and motorized
units.

The positive conclusions could be also drawn as follows:

1. The determination of the whole Polish nation and itstipali leaders (started from the time of
German pressures and demands in 1338

2. The determination of the Polish Armed Forces and their commanders at every level of command;

3. A very good and welperformed elastic mobilisation plan, which resultedh& mobilisation of
almost 80 % of the Polish Army together with qplanned evacuation of the Air Force after the
first part of the campaign and also small but modern Polish Navy.

4. Relatively good operational plan of the campaign to counter not only Gelomainance but also
the very difficult strategic situation of the Polish defense;

BHenryk AD G | 2@oaYIAY LI YAl éNJ ST yAz2él ¢ t 2t a0 $wiatope,dsd> & SNAR |
| 6ALF (2682 tR2AANNY 56 1 % AINFyAOEY LI yT o0b YILROZ [ 2

LI 2430626532930zt b6IAR_RPwaOT YAl N GlFGeadedol ySaz wmpod

D
Y R&Yy
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5. The ability of the Polish High Command to improvise brave responses like the Polish counterattack
near Bzura river (also called the battle of Kutno) between Septer##r1939 and the attempt to
create the strong Romanian bridgehead, which failed because of the Russian invasion of September
17, 1939;

6. Heroism of the individual Polish soldiers and their commanders with conterdeath. They tried
to counter their disadvantag in military equipment and also in the communication.

The price paid by Poland was enormous and it should present a warning to current military alliances not to

change any planned coalition war to the destruction of one of the brave allies. In calsadfife bravest
ally of the bravest in the world military history.

t2f AAK LIR2adSNI FNRBRY (KS o60S3IAyyiy3da 2F (KS
(issued by the Polish Government in Exile) (Wikipedia)
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